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A. What is the Institutional Environmental Health Program?

The mission of the Institutional Environmental Health Program is to minimize disease risks and hazards to individuals served by or working within diverse and complicated institutional environments, most commonly the health care environment.  Risks associated with new technology, disease and safety hazards, coupled with increased regulatory requirements and decreased operating budgets make the institutional environment a complex and challenging one that requires a systematic approach for protecting the public served by, and working within these institutions.  The Institutional Environmental Health program covers heath care, childcare, educational, or correctional facilities.  While these institutions have diverse clients, they share common problems.

The Institutional Environmental Health Officer provide assistance to managers and operators of institutions in developing appropriate programs for protecting both clients and employees, as well as offering advice regarding compliance with accreditation or certification standards.  The main public health components of the institutional program include: general environmental health, radiation protection, infection control, safety management, ergonomics and industrial hygiene.

The technical nature of this environmental health specialty requires the development of a pool of highly trained individuals.

B. What is the Institutional Environmental Health MPH Residency Program?

 The Environmental Health MPH Residency Program is a 12-month training program that began in 1992 as a joint effort between the USPHS Indian Health Service and the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS), Master of Public Health Degree program.  The Residency is designed to provide training in the area of environmental and occupational health and safety.  The IHS Intuitional Residency Program is a highly successful recruitment and retention program.  Ninety-three percent (14 of 15) of residency trained environmental health officers are still working for the Indian Health Service in the Institutional field.  

The current program includes one year of training at USUHS in Bethesda, Maryland, where the selected candidates will earn a Master of Public Health degree.  The graduate program at USUHS is fully accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. The graduate programs in the Department of Preventive Medicine and Biometrics are also fully accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health.  The second year of the program is the post-graduate residency that includes training and rotations through organizations and government institutions to prepare the students for careers in institutional environmental health.  Students must complete a research project designed to benefit the Indian Health Service.   

C.  Who should apply?
· Persons who have:

· Worked at least 3 years experience as a professional in environmental health 

· At least three years in the Indian Health Service

· Demonstrated a commitment to Institutional Environmental Health

· Completed the Graduate Record Exam

D. What will the participants gain from the MPH Residency?

The postgraduate year of training is a series of professional rotations and short courses tailored to the needs of the individual student.  Professional rotations are available at Walter Reed Army Medical Center (WRAMC), National Naval Medical Center (NNMC), National Institutes of Health (NIH), U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (CHPPM), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Indian Health Service (IHS) Healthcare Facilities, Veterans Administration (VA) Hospitals and others.   Rotations with the environmental health staff of other federal agencies can also be scheduled for participants interested in governmental procedures and policy setting.  Short courses in topics of current interest or concern are offered to students needing specialized training from agencies and organizations like Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Environmental Protection Administration (EPA), American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists  (ACGIH), National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations  (JCAHO),Center for Healthcare Environmental Management (CHEM), Association for Professionals of Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) and Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine (CHPPM).  

E.  What is the timeline for the application?

Applications will be accepted from December 1, 2002 until December 31, 2002. Successful applicants will be notified by January 15, 2003.

F. 
What are the application procedures?

Applicants meeting the qualification requirements must submit the items requested below to the Director, Division of Environmental Health Services, Office of Public Health, Indian Health Service, MPH Residency Program, Twinbrook Metro Plaza Suite 610, 12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, Maryland 20852. All applications must be received by close of business December 31, 2002. The following documents are required to be submitted:

CIVIL SERVICE APPLICANTS:

Submit the Training Nomination and Authorization (HHS-350), with the following clearance signatures:

1. Initiating Supervisor

2. Concurring Official – Area Director of Environmental Health Services

3. Concurring Official – Area Associate Director, OEHE

4.
Submit the Long Term Training Nomination (PHS-6048) (Extramural Training Agreement)

5.
Submit a single-spaced, two page document or less, describing the applicant’s interest in this program and outlining their career goals. (Statement of Training and Objectives)

6. 
Submit the application to the Director, Division of Environmental Health Services, Office of Public Health, Indian Health Service, MPH Residency Program, Twinbrook Metro Plaza Suite 610, 12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, Maryland 20852.  The applicant is responsible for forwarding the original application and all necessary documents including recent GRE scores and three letters of reference directly to the USUHS.

COMMISSIONED CORPS APPLICANTS:
Submit the Application for Training for PHS Commissioned Personnel (PHS-1122-1) with;

1. Statement of Training and Objectives

2. Extramural Training Agreement

3. 
A single-spaced, two page document or less, describing the applicant’s interest in this program and outlining their career goals.

4. 
Submit the application to the MPH Residency Program.  For those applicants already possessing a graduate degree submit a copy of the application to the Director, Division of Environmental Health Services, Office of Public Health, Indian Health Service, MPH Residency Program, Twinbrook Metro Plaza Suite 610, 12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, Maryland 20852.  The applicant is responsible for forwarding the original application and all necessary documents including recent GRE scores and three letters of reference directly to the DEHS.

ALL APPLICANTS:
Each participant, on completion of the program, will have incurred an obligation to serve for a period of at least twice the period of training.  In addition, the participant will be assigned to positions according to the needs of the agency.

ADMISSION AND APPLICATION

For specific information about the MPH Residency and agency funding requirements, contact:



Program Manager for Institutional Environmental Health



Division of Environmental Health Services/Indian Health Service 



12300 Twinbrook Parkway Suite 610



Rockville, Maryland 20852-1606



Telephone (301) 443-0105; FAX (301) 443-7538;E-mail-mlake@hqe.ihs.gov

