TO:

ADDRESSEES

(As Listed Below)

FROM:
Institutional Environmental Health Program Manager

IHS Headquarters, Rockville, Maryland

SUBJECT:
MINUTES  OF THE IEH OFFICER'S CONFERENCE CALL 

November 15, 2002
DATE:

November 15, 2002
ADDRESSEES:

ABERDEEN AREA – Curt Smelley 

ALASKA – Mark Kelty, (absent) Bob Berger, (absent) Rick Orlando, (absent) Keith Cook, Brian Lewelling
ALBUQUERQUE AREA – Mike Lewis (absent)
BEMIDJI AREA – Diane Kuklinski (absent) Casey Crump (absent)
BILLINGS AREA - John Holland (absent)
CALIFORNIA AREA – Geoff Langer 
NASHVILLE AREA – Kit Grosch (absent)
NAVAJO AREA – Steve Breithaupt, (absent) John Smart, Gary Gefroh (absent)
OKLAHOMA AREA – Richard Turner (absent)
PHOENIX AREA –Greg Heck, (absent) Dave McMahon,  Chris Kates (absent)
PORTLAND AREA - Al Knapp, Linda Tiokasin

TUCSON AREA – Quanah Nail  (absent)
EHSC, ALBUQUERQUE – Jeff Morris (absent)
HQ – Kelly Taylor

AGENDA ITEMS:

CAPT Tom Crow (retired):  IEH Training Assessment Project – Could not make this call but will make the next one. He’ has been hired as an IHS Consultant to review the needs of IEH Training and will be asking your input.
DataBase Workgroup Update – WEBCident (John Smart, Richard Turner, Darren Buchanan) 

Richard Turner, Darren Buchanan and Gary Carter had a conf call this week on WEBCident. OK Area Director says it will be policy on OK. Details of how compacted tribes will be addressed will be forthcoming. Policy statement (if there is one) will also be made available. Kelly said that Dr Grim will be asked to endorse a policy for all of IHS facilities. In the meantime try to get a sense of how your Area officials would respond to a similar OK policy. Dave McMahon suggested that we secure letters of recommendation from facilities that piloted WEBCident. Curt said that Aberdeen would be responsive to utilizing WEBCident, Geoff said California would be, and Dave and Linda said Phoenix and Portland would be receptive to its use.
MOLD – EH Workgroup chaired by Gary Carter is tackling this issue. Bemidji is looking at Wisconsin’s Dept of Health and University of Illinois policies on Mold. IHS is working on a plan that will work for our population. CDC, HUD also have guidelines and EH Workgroup will look at all. Curt related the Ft Berthold CDC experience he had concerning mold. Kelly said the study was in question because of “self reporting” instead of actual visits to sites.
FDA IAG In negotiations. Plan for the worst and develop your own area IEH equipment budgets. Equipment ownership and extent of calibration are key issues. We currently have no agreement with FDA so do not send in your equipment for calibration – except your seni’s & densi’s – they’re still free from Penny Boyce’s shop.
HQ COOP
A Tabletop Exercise for HQ was conducted on November 14; The Instruction Manual for this exercise was useful and after it is revised HQ will make it available to Area Offices. Expect to conduct a Table Top COOP Exercise in your Area by early spring.
USUHS MPH Professional Rotation – (Merritt Lake) G.Carter and B.Hroch are presently attending a two week Radiation Spec Course at National Naval Medical Center. They just returned from a ten day HIS field study at Navajo and Billings where they benefited from IEH instruction & training from John Holland and John Smart.
IEH Workgroups – Essential to the operation of our program. The Steering Committee will decide on what workgroups will work on each year. Give them your input and ask your customers what they want. We will be working on a Customer Satisfaction Survey in the next couple of months and your ideas are requested. The questions must reveal to us the effectiveness of our program so keep up the communication with the clients you serve so that they understand what services you can provide and have been providing.
OPEN DISCUSSION & AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Alaska – No snow only earthquakes
Albuquerque – absent
Aberdeen – Curt Chapter 21 final details will be reviewed.
Bemidji - absent
Billings – absent
California – Geoff – Paul Young says that 2 major Health Programs in Southern Ca will compact
Nashville - absent
Navajo – John Smart - Tucson Exercise for State of AZ Smallpox response test next week.
Oklahoma - absent
Phoenix – Dave McMahon - JCAHO in all our facilities just completed. All passed.
Portland – Linda – Al‘s been working on COOP for Area
Tucson – absent
Environmental Health Support Center – absent
IEH WORKGROUPS

Environmental Health (Chair: Gary Carter – Members: Gary Gefroh, Jeff Langer, Jeff Morris
Professional Development ( Chair: Jeff Morris – Members: Chris Kates, Linda Tiokasin)

Safety and Security Management (Chair: Greg Heck- Members: Bob Berger, Steve Breithaupt, Carlos Creamer
Infection Control and Employee Health (Chair: Richard Turner- Members: Linda Tiokasin, Mike Lewis, Curt Smelley
DataBase ( Chair: John Smart- Members: John Holland, Dave McMahon, Richard Turner)

Ergonomics (Chair: Keith Varvel-Members: John Smart, Kit Grosch, John Holland, Greg Heck)

Radiation(Chair: Curt Smelley- Members: Al Knapp, Keith Cook, Mike Lewis)

Industrial Hygiene (Chair: Gary Gefroh- Members: Rick Orlando, Merritt Lake)

The call was begun at 3:30 p.m., EST. and adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  The next conference call will be held at 3:30 p.m. EDT on Thursday, December 12.  Call-in instructions are as follows:

December 12 (Thursday)

The following information remains the same for all scheduled calls:

Time: 3:30pm (Eastern Time)

Dial In Number: 1-888-282-5992

Duration: One Hour / 25 participants
* Leader of Call: Merritt Lake

* Pass Code: 25422
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Commander Merritt M. Lake


cc:
 Director, Division of Environmental Health Services


Area Institutional Environmental Health Officers 

