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Policy:  _____Service Unit shall protect patients, personnel, visitors, and property from fire and the products of combustion.

Purpose:  This policy establishes procedures for the safe use of decorations in ______Service Unit controlled building spaces.  (NFPA Life Safety Code, 1991, Section 31-4)

Definition:  A patient care area is any portion of a health care facility wherein patients are intended to be examined or treated.  Business offices, corridors, lounges, day rooms, dining rooms, or similar areas are not classified as patient care areas. (NFPA 99)

Procedures:

1.
Combustible decorations are prohibited unless flame retardant.  The use of live Christmas trees, straw, wood shavings, pine   cones, etc. are not permitted.  Flowers are permitted in patient rooms.  (Also see infection control policies)

2.
Decorations such as photographs and paintings (in limited quantities) and Indian rugs are permitted.

3.
Flame retardant paper and cloth decorations may be used in moderation.

4.
Lighted candles and incense are not permitted.

5.
Electric decorative lights are not permitted in patient care areas. (Also see OHSM: 014, Procedure 1)

6.
Decorations shall not conceal, obscure, or reduce exit visibility.

7.
Check with the Hospital or Satellite Clinic Safety Officer for exceptions to the above listed procedures.

