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Policy:  ____Service Unit shall be in compliance with OSHA Standard 29 CFR 1910.1048.

Purpose:  To establish procedures to protect the health and safety of employees involved in the use, dispensing, cleanup, or disposal of formaldehyde.  All mixtures or solutions containing 0.1 percent or more formaldehyde are included in this policy.  This policy was designed to meet the requirements of Standard 29 CFR 1910.1048.                                                           

Procedures:

1.  All formaldehyde usage shall be limited to use of no greater concentrations than 10% formaldehyde, referred to as formalin solution 10% buffered.  If a need should arise to use a greater concentration, the requesting department/service must contact the facility Safety Officer and the Occupational Health and Safety Management Branch (OHSMB), NAIHS for approval to use a higher concentration.

2.  Whenever feasible, all formalin will be used out of the original labeled container supplied by the manufacturer.  The smallest practical size container of formalin shall be used (e.g. use of quart containers where gallon containers are not required).  If dispensing of formalin into numerous small specimen containers is required, the dispensing will be conducted in a vented chemical hood.

3.  All formalin shall be stored in the properly labeled container from the manufacturer and the manufacturer's labeling will be left intact.  If formalin is dispensed, the new container will be properly labeled with the information required by 29 CFR 1910.1048.  Suggested labeling information that meets the requirements is:

  Caution, Contains Formaldehyde.  Toxic by inhalation and if        swallowed.  Irritating to the eyes, respiratory system, and skin.    May cause sensitization by inhalation or by skin contact.  Risk    of serious damage to eyes.  MAY CAUSE CANCER; repeated or          prolonged exposure increases the risk.

Commercial or in-house prepared labels meeting the requirements may be used.

4.  Worst case employee exposure monitoring was conducted by___, and shown employee exposure levels to be below 0.5 ppm as a 15 minute short-term exposure level.  This exposure monitoring can be extrapolated to other facilities and indicates that for the operations listed below, the employee exposure level is below the OSHA Permissible Exposure Level (PEL) and Short Term Exposure Level (STEL).

Formalin usage operations included in worst case monitoring:

  a. Filling specimen containers with formalin, followed by closing       both the formalin container and the specimen container with an       airtight lid.  Normal time for the operation is 1 to 2             minutes.

  b. Dispensing formalin in an approved, vented chemical hood.

  c. Operations involving formalin in the Pathology Lab.

Any operations involving formalin not listed above, must be evaluated by OHSMB for potential employee exposure.

5.  Medical surveillance must be made available to all employees exposed to formalin in an emergency and to those employees who develop signs and symptoms of formaldehyde exposure.  If medical surveillance is required the Safety Officer must be contacted for the complete requirements of the medical surveillance mandated by 29 CFR 1910.1048.

6.  Formaldehyde or formalin is a hazardous material and must be included in the Hazard Communication Program mandated by OSHA Standard 29 CFR 1910.1200.  This program must include:

  a. Annual training of employees on the health hazards associated       with formaldehyde including: cancer, irritation,                   sensitization, and acute toxicity.

  b. Annual training of employees on formaldehyde emergency             response procedures.

  c. Annual training of employees on the contents of the OSHA           Formaldehyde Standard and the Material Safety Data Sheet           (MSDS).

  d. Annual training of employees to immediately report any signs       or symptoms the employee may attribute to formalin or              formaldehyde exposure.

7.  Copies of 29 CFR 1910.1048 will be provided to employees upon request.
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