CODE 99 COMPETENCY PROGRAM





PURPOSE:	Competency and familiarity with the Crash Cart (and Pediatric Tackle Box, if appropriate) in the event of a cardiopulmonary arrest (Code 99) is essential for both clinical and practical nurses.  Because of the new procedure only allowing opening Crash Carts in the event of a Code 99, clinical and practical nurses working at ANMC will maintain competency and familiarity with the Crash Cart through use of a self-paced competency assessment utilizing a Mock Crash Cart.





PROCEDURE:





The Mock Crash Cart and Mock Pediatric Tackle Box will be maintained in the Health Education Department.





Unit Nurse Managers or designee will schedule use of the Mock Crash Cart and Mock Pediatric Tackle Box with the Health Education Department.





The Code 99 Competency Assessment Form should be individualized by units to provide realistic patient scenarios and equipment choices.  In addition, the form should be modified on a regular basis to encourage staff to develop increasing familiarity with the Crash Cart/Tackle Box and Code 99 response.  For example, the form used for one competency assessment period may have questions regarding airway equipment while the form used for the next period has questions regarding medications or IV supplies.





4.	Unit Nurse Manager or designee will act as a preceptor to review answers with staff members after completion of the self-paced competency assessment.





5.	Copies of the completed CODE 99 COMPETENCY form will be kept in the clinical or practical nurse’s file on the Unit.





6.	Frequency of Code 99 Competency assessment for each unit will be determined by Unit Nurse Manager.


�
Name: ___________________	Date: _______________	Unit: ___________





CODE 99 COMPETENCY





I have reviewed the Code 99 Circular on this date	___________


	(employee initials)


I have reviewed the contents of the Crash Cart on this date	___________


		(employee initials)





Case Scenario:  You enter a patient room on a routine vital sign check.  You establish that the patient is unresponsive, pulseless and not breathing.





Please answer the following questions based on the above scenario:





You ask another nurse to call a Code 99.  How is this done? __________________


What are two roles of Immediate Unit Personnel?___________________________


	__________________________________________________________________


If this were a Code 99 at 22:00 hours on the Internal Medicine Unit, who would respond?___________________________________________________________


	__________________________________________________________________





The Code 99 Team responds.


Which of the following does not need to be addressed immediately?


IV access	d.	Crowd control


backboard placement	e.	hanging routine antibiotics


designation of team leader





A physician plans to intubate the patient.


Where on the crash cart is the laryngoscope locate? ______________________


	Please attach a laryngoscope blade, then check the bulbs.	___________


		(employee initials)


The patient has thick secretions in his mouth, which must be suctioned.  For this, you will need a _______________________ suction catheter.


	Where on the cart is this catheter located?_________________________________


	Please ensure that the suction system on the cart is working. 	___________


		(employee initials)


Where on the cart is the Percutaneous Introducer Kit located? _________________


The Respiratory Therapist requests an ABG syringe.  Where on the cart is this located? ___________________________________________________________


After the Code 99, two forms on the cart should be completed.  These include:


	______________________________ and ________________________________


Where else must you record information about the Code 99? __________________


Later in the shift, you approach the Code 99 cart to do a routine “shift check” and find that the lock is missing.  What do you do? _____________________________





Reviewed with employee _______________________________	________________


			(Preceptor Signature)		(Date)





Written by Casie Williams, Alaska Native Medical Center, 1997.  Form adapted from form developed by Denver Health Medical Center


